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NEWS FROM THE LC 
HAVE A QUESTION? ASK US.

Happy New Year! 

Welcome Back! 

Final countdown to the new MTAHS has 
begun! After much hard work and 
collaboration between designers and staff, 
our new Learning Commons space 
promises to be a pleasing combination of 
state-of-the-art function and aesthetically 
pleasing form. Including magnificent floor-
to-ceiling windows, comfortable furniture, 
individual study rooms, and a separate 
conference room for speakers and classes; 
the Learning Commons will certainly be 
able to fulfill its purpose as the heart of 
Mount Ararat High School. We look forward 
to seeing you there!  

January Holidays 

Jan 5 - National Bird Day  

Jan 8 - National Take the Stairs Day 

Jan 11 - Learn Your Name in Morse Code Day 

Jan 13 - National Rubber Duckie Day  

Jan 15 - National Bagel Day 

Jane 18 - Winnie the Pooh Day (A.A. Milan Birthday) 

Jan 20 - Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday (School Closed) 

Jan 23 - Measure Your Feet Day 

Jan 25 - Opposite Day 

Jan 29 - National Puzzle Day: Stop by the Learning  
Commons and puzzle with us! 

Jan 31 - Inspire Your Heart with Art Day 



 

MAINE - LAND 
The name of our state 
is assumed to refer to 

our region being a 
mainland as apposed 

to the many 
surrounding islands.  

50States.com 

SPACE FACT 
White Holes 
can exist 
mathematically, though 
one has yet to be 
discovered. 

thefactsite.com 

WEIRD DRIVING LAW 
It is illegal to park in 

front of a Dunkin 
Donuts in Maine! 

thefactsite.com 

GRAFFITI FACTS 
Graffiti started in 

Philadelphia in the late 
1960’s originally used 

for political statements 
and marking gang 

territory. 

thefactsite.com

What’s New?

The Promethean Board Is Here! 

 

As we look across the street, we can see the 
tremendous amount of progress made with 
the construction of our new high school.  A 
lot of planning and preparation for our move 
to the new school has been going on for 
years.  We have made a big step in that 
preparation through the purchase of a 
Promethean Board by the Learning 
Commons. This interactive whiteboard, 
which will be in the classrooms of the new 
high school, was purchased in order to train 
teachers on its use prior to the move.  

Ryan Palmer and Jodi Crawford developed 
an introductory training workshop and plan 
for its implementation. The plan requires all 
teachers to take part in this initial training

workshop, and to use the device to teach at 
least one class prior to the end of the year.  
Teachers have the option of teaching that class 
in the Learning Commons or having the board 
brought to their classroom.   

We have asked Department Heads to sign 
their departments up for this initial training 
during one of the upcoming late-arrival 
Wednesday mornings dedicated to 
“Department Time.”   

Once teachers have received the initial 
training, they will need to sign up for a day/
time to teach a class using the Promethean 

For those teachers eager to get started using 
the Promethean, there will be two 
opportunities to receive the basic training 
during the afternoon of the January 21st 
professional development day.  As with any 
technology device, whether it be the 
Promethean, drone, 3d printer etc., if you 
would like individual one-on-one training, 
please contact Ryan Palmer at 
palmerr@link75.org, or stop by The Learning 
Commons with questions. 

We look forward to sharing this exciting new 
technology with you! 
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More What’s New?

Quote Box 
“So comes snow after fire, and 
even dragons have their ending!”


― J.R.R. Tolkien 

                                 

MAINE DIGITAL LIBRARY  
(previously MARVEL!) 

What?   Maine Digital Library is a collection 
of hundreds of databases that hold 
thousands of digital magazine, newspaper, 
and journal articles to use when doing 
research. 

Who?   Maine Digital Library is free and 
available to all residents of Maine through 
funding from the Maine State Library. 

How?    Anyone in Maine can access this 
great research tool by searching Maine 
Digital Library in Google or going directly 
to this link: 
https://library.digitalmaine.org/ 

From there you can search all the databases 
at once with keywords from the topic in 
which you are interested OR scroll down 
and pick one a database that fits your topic, 
click on it, and search with key words there. 

Why?   Maine Digital Library has reliable 
sources already proven to be accurate, 
timely, and helpful.   The articles and 
information you will find ranges from small 
tidbits about a topic to in depth academic 
articles.    AND each article comes with a 
ready made proper MLA citation to copy 
and paste in to your Works Cited page! 

Stop by the Learning Commons to learn 
more about this great resource and how to 
use it! 

Guest Artist at Mt. Ararat High School 

Through a Trust For Our Future Grant 
awarded in December, the Learning 
Commons and Art Department will host 
classes with guest artist, Vance Bessey.    
During February and March, Mr. Bessey will 
work with students in Ms. DelRossi’s AP Art 
class and her Drawing class.  Classes will be 
open to other interested students as well.    

Mr. Bessey has worked as an illustrator and 
teacher for many years.   He has drawn for 
many different studios including Jim 
Davis’ (creator of Garfield).     
He will be working individually 
with students and in small 
groups to help them perfect 
their craft in the narrative arts.    
We are very excited to  
welcome him to MTA! 

https://library.digitalmaine.org/
https://library.digitalmaine.org/


NEW RELEASES

Fiction Non-Fiction

S.T., a domesticated crow, is a bird 
of simple pleasures. Then, on a 
beautiful summer evening, Big 
Jim’s eyeball falls out of his head, 
and S.T. … is left with no choice 
but to abandon his old life and 
venture out with his trusty steed, 
Dennis (the dim-witted dog), to find 
a cure.

Sophie, a student and reluctant 
revolutionary, is supposed to be 
dead after being exiled into the 
night. Saved only by forming an 
unusual bond with the enigmatic 
beasts who roam the ice, Sophie 
vows to stay hidden from the 
world, hoping she can heal. But 
fate has other plans —

When Elsa’s grandmother dies and 
leaves behind a series of letters 
apologizing to people she has 
wronged, Elsa’s greatest 
adventure begins. It is the story 
about life and death and one of the 
most important human rights: the 
right to be different.

A graphic novel that tells the story 
of Lee Ok-sun, a Korean woman 
who was kidnapped at the age of 
fifteen and made into a slave and a 
comfort woman for the Japanese 
soldiers during World War 
Two….fluid….startling…
heartbreaking…brutal…

The world atlas of street art and 
graffiti is the definitive survey of 
international street art, focusing 
on the world’s most influential 
urban artists and artwork…image-
making that remains untethered 
by the restraints of the white 
cube.

A singular atlas of 100 infographic 
maps from thought-provoking to 
flat-out fun! Which countries don’t 
have rivers? Which ones have 
North Korean Embassies? Where 
can you still find Lions in the wild? 
You’ll learn answers to these 
questions and many more in this 
eye-opening atlas.

Poet, firebrand, mother, radical, 
healer and sage, Nikki Giovanni 
has always been celebrated for 
her inspired and courageous 
voice. For decades, she has 
spoken out on the sensitive 
issues — race and gender, 
violence and inequality — that 
touch our national consciousness.

The definitive, harrowing story of 
the accident at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant, and a 
powerful investigation into how 
propaganda, secrecy, and myth 
have obscured the truth of one of 
the twentieth century’s greatest 
disasters. A triumph of 
investigative reportage…heart-
pounding storytelling.

Coming in our next 
issue… 

• More strange facts 
• February Holidays of note 
• Featured new literature to borrow 
• And stay tuned for more What’s new?’
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